A Moderate Two-Lane Plan

A Third Alternative for Improving Route 53 though Valley View

IDOT is required by law to provide no-build or moderate improvement alternatives when submitting plans for road work for citizen review. They have not yet done so for the proposed plans for Route 53 and Butterfield Road for the September 27 public information meeting. Both of their alternatives require expansion to four lanes

and the forced buyout of up to thirteen homes along Route 53 under eminent domain. 

A moderate alternative is listed below:

Keep the Road in its existing Right-of-Way, and as a two lane road.

Pavement improvements could still be done, including resurfacing and some widening.

Close and Build cul-de-sacs at Arboretum Road and Tamarack Drive.

Improve ingress and egress at Osage Drive.

Install a southbound right turn lane and northbound left turn lane at Ironwood

Drive, along with a traffic signal.

Build improvements to the access for businesses at Route 53 and Butterfield

to obtain the desired gains in traffic flow and safety.

Advantages:

1. Greatly reduced cost. Greatly reduced construction and traffic impact.
2. No homes would be bought out.  (This may be a disadvantage to some.)

3. All the trees and the present partially restored floodplain prairie would be kept

    intact. The beauty and ambience of the area would be preserved.

4. Safety would be enhanced without adversely affecting entrance and exit to the 

    Valley. Ironwood would look much like Route 53 and 22nd Street or Route 53 and   

     Sheehan to our north—improved intersections with trees and greenery preserved.

5. Preservation of Lane Consistency (see IDOT flyer) since the entire stretch of Route

     53 from Osage north to just south of Nicole Way/Pershing Drive is two lanes.

6. Complete consistency with the building of bike paths and access amenities to  

    Hidden lake and the Arboretum.

7. Existing open-space-in-perpetuity covenants would be honored.

Possible disadvantage:  The road might be periodically subject to closing during severe storms; (this has not happened in six years, and then only for a few hours). 
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