Further Route 53 plans met with resistance
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Does the amount of traffic from Route 53 from Butterfield Road south to Park Boulevard justify a multimillion-dollar roadway expansion?  That is the question many residents living in the flood plain in unincorporated DuPage County near Glen Ellyn are once again asking as the Illinois Department of Transportation proposes widening the road from two to four lanes.  However, IDOT officials set two proposals on the table hoping get feedback from residents during an open house meeting Sept. 27 at Arbor View Elementary School, 22W430 Ironwood Drive.  

One plan would deal with the existing roadway by elevating it and installing concrete retaining walls to battle any flooding.  The $15.5 million project would require IDOT to use eminent domain to buy and raze nine homes near the roadway and close Route 53 during construction.  A second alternative would shift the road to the north and west moving it away from the DuPage River.  That alternative would cost, $9.5 million and possible displace 13 homes.  

     IDOT officials said the expansion will be needed to accommodate the amount of traffic already there and the heavier traffic they predict for the future.  Estimates show that between 18,000 and 24,000 vehicles use Route 53 per day, according to studies completed last summer.  

     “We’ve counted that traffic three times over the last six years, and they’ve all been the same, “ said Doug Knuth, a representative of Edwards and Kelcey, the engineering firm that performed the studies.   But residents and one state representative are questioning those findings and hope IDOT will consider a more modest improvement plan instead of moving the road closer to homes.  

     “I travel this road a lot, and I’m a little bit troubled by the numbers (IDOT) gave,” said state Rep Sandra Pihos, R-42nd District, of Glen Ellyn.

     “ The two proposed plans are too extreme for a residential area,” Keith McKim, a Valley View subdivision resident, said as he toured IDOT’s posterboard presentations. “They’re actually inviting more traffic into the area.”

     Ray Ribich, a trustee on the Route 53 Committee for the Valley View subdivision, has been saying the same to IDOT officials for the past five years.  

     “If they want the public to make an intelligent decision, they have to give the public all of the options, which they have not done,” Ribich said.  “They have just given us their favorite plans.”  

     Ribich and other Valley View residents hop IDOT will consider a third alternative that would keep the stretch in its existing right-of-way and as a two-lane road.  The residents’ plan includes installing a traffic light at Ironwood Drive and a southbound right-turn lane and a northbound left-turn lane at the street.  But “that leads to accidents,” said Roger Valente, an IDOT area programmer, as more drivers could use those lanes for passing instead of turning.  

     McKim disagreed.  “With their plan, the shoulders and right-of-way are going to be the same,” he said.  Residents at the open house seemed to be evenly divided on proposals, Valente said who spent most of the night answering questions.  “The people I have talked to are about 50 percent in favor of it because they see that improvements are needed for the amount of traffic there, “ he said.  “And the other 50 percent is against because they don’t believe enough traffic is there.”

